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“Reflections on Japanese Education, then and now.”

Simon Peter BAHAU 7337 HA4E> E—¥—

T T ma—Fo T EL S

Hailing from Independent State of Papua New Guinea (PNG)
Undergraduate School 36" Batch (March 1988)

Graduate School 12% Batch (March 1990)

To my dear Seiun-kai and Shiwasu-kai Oita University Graduate and
Undergraduate Schools of Economics Mentors, Alumni Seniors, Colleagues,
Juniors alike: Greetings from the heart to one and all.

I am Simon Peter Bahau, a 36" Batch Undergraduate School and 12" Batch
Graduate School Alumni member hailing from beloved homeland, The Independent
State of Papua New Guinea. I passed out in the undergraduate in March 1988 and
graduate school in March 1990. I then straightaway worked for a manufacturing
firm in Osaka for 10 years before joining the Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University
(APU) in February 2000 when even the cafeteria was not completed for students
to start up in April that vear. Since it was the big news then, I felt much pride to
be a part of this international undertaking on Bungo Land from scratch, I worked
with APU on both administrative and academic capacities for 12 years till March 2012. I then took a sabbatical break and
worked with the Japan Sun Industries in Beppu for almost a year before taking up my current position at The University
of Toyama in April 2013.

In my current workplace, The Center for International Education and Research (CIER) at The University of Toyama, I
support and assist both the inbound international students and the outbound domestic or Japanese students. Acculturation
in studies and life for the international students while revisit to the Japanese language and rediscovery in preparation
for eligibility for outbound Japanese students is my charge added with general education subjects of Japanese affairs and
culture and intercultural communication and international education and cross-cultural understanding for future teachers
in the Faculty of Human Development Sciences or Education. All these were parts that I personally missed when I first
came to Japan. It is an honor to be able to provide these very essentials to the students in need.

Japan itself was very much respected in terms of its progression as an advanced nation until recently. The economic
trends have really taken their toll on the nation, thus leaving much to be desired for, especially in its planning for the
global era where Japan seems to still lag and struggle behind. This phenomenon shows clearly in the decreasing number of
its own outbound students. Sad to say, but the trend is obvious even in my current workplace, too.

On another note, English language education in Japan is also said to be lagging way behind. The practicality of the
Japanese people being unable to communicate in English has in somewhat contributed to the nation’ s backdrop in the
global arena. However, personally, thanks to that stance, non-Japanese persons teaching English here do have a source of
employment and income despite the fact that they may not actually qualify for the jobs.

On the contrary, the lack of English communication by the Japanese has also been one of the major contributing
factors to Japan being able to maintain and sustain most of its unique culture, customs and traditions which would most
probably have disappeared a long time ago had the Japanese opted to introducing English as one of their official languages
after it surrendered. I for one am heartily grateful because 1 have benefitted from Japan not only as a scholar since my
arrival in Japan but then on have undertaken teaching of the English language since a sophomore in 1985. As mentioned
earlier, I now work for this former national university, where I support and assist similar international students in their
acelimatization in Japan while also assisting the domestic or Japanese students in revisiting their mother language and
rediscovering homeland whether they opt to venture out into the wider world or take on visiting inbound tourists and
alike.

Lastly but not the least, I wish to extend my sincere gratitude to the executive of the alumni associations of Seiun-
kai and Shiwasu-kai for allowing me to share my unworthy reflections with all of you. I feel very blessed at having passed
out through our alma mater, Qita University s undergraduate and graduate schools of Economics. Should I be able to
contribute in any way for our beloved alma mater and alumni, it would indeed be a dream come true and a blessing in
disguise.

Thanking one and all for making time to read to the end.
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