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- The Land of Abundance, Onsen, and Warmth -~

“Oita: Why and Why not?

R

Simon Peter BAHAU "\ A&V

T AR 2

Hailing from Independent State of Papua New Guinea (PNG)

Undergraduate School 36™ Batch (March 1988)
Graduate School 12" Batch (March 1990)

a—F=

INT T =

Greetings to everyone: seniors, colleagues, and juniors of Shiwasu-kai and Sei’

un-kai; the alumna of our dear alma

mater, Oita University s Faculty and Graduate School of Economics. Please allow me to express my heartfelt

gratitude for yet another opportunity and space to share with you all my unworthy and rather personal-oriented

perspectives and thoughts about the encounter with Oita; a place I would like to call my home away from home,

which has shaped me in a grand foundation and foothold within our alumna and alma mater and this home away from

home - Oita, the land of abundance, onsen and warmth.
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Introduction

As you all may know, I hail from the Independent State of Papua New Guinea, a Southwest Pacific Island nation,
which maintains intimate and friendly relations with Japan. I was very fortunate to be granted the Japanese
Government Education Ministry (Monkasho or MEXT) scholarship to come to take up studies here in 1983. After
spending the first year in Tokyo studying the language together with the preparatory classes for entering University,
I moved to Oita University to take on the next leg of my studies. I will have to be honest that it was an encounter in
a lifetime. I have since then been studying, working, and residing in this beautiful land.

Oita: My first real encounter with Japan after Tokyo

My first real Japanese encounter was coming to our alma mater way back in 1984 by the 18-hour overnight blue
train-Fuji and then heading up the heights under the blooming cherry blossoms at Dannoharu gymnasium for the
matriculation ceremony. I wanted to but could not be allowed to board in the men s dormitory, so I had to find an
apartment in Dannoharu heights. The heights served as my home for the undergraduate part of my school days. It
was just across the little valley to the campus which was a walk away. Not really knowing that I would become so
fond of the place. At that time there were very few non-Japanese students counting seven, including myself. At the
peak, I trust our alma mater hosted almost 150 international students.

The number of years spent at Oita in full and partial.

2021 marks my 38th year in Japan. I therefore would like to briefly summarize my thoughts I will be sharing with
you all. Out of the 38 years spent here, excluding the first year spent in Tokyo for studying in preparation to take up
undergraduate studies and the 10 years working for a Japanese company in Osaka, the rest have been either full time
here in Oita or otherwise leaving family back here and working in another prefecture as a business bachelor.

The 19 full-time years of residency in Oita can be counted starting from the first six years from 1984 to 1990 at our
alma mater, and then the 12 years from 2000 to 2012 at Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University, and the following one
year at Japan Sun Industries, a social welfare organization in Beppu, while partially as a business bachelor for six and
a half years at the Toyama and then with my better half at Chiba where I am now venturing into my third year.

Reasons behind choosing Oita.

First things come first--my first impression of real Japan after a year in Tokyo. Oita possesses that countryside
atmosphere where one felt both belongingness to it and yet again a little alienated with attitudes, at the time were
seen as not very welcome. In any case, as an intruder, I had to make the first move in greetings and then if all went
well, that was it, otherwise, let it be.

After school, I worked for ten years in Osaka. Bought a condominium but when it came to raising children, I happen
to choose Oita for the natural settings and atmosphere it has. Above all, work which generates income for the family
was in Oita in the form of joining Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University (APU), an institution that has not only changed
the higher education notion in Oita but also Japan and most probably the world as a whole.

Personally, I have not only been to school at our alma mater, Oita University. I also found my partner for life and
started nurturing a family here and after a stint of ten years of working in Osaka. I was fortunate to return with an
increased family membership to work at the then newly inaugurated international school in Beppu. While working
at APU, I was granted an opportunity to also serve at our alma mater, Oita University s Center for International
Education and Research by lecturing in English and Japanese not only to our international and exchange students but
also to the Japanese students who were preparing to go for study abroad.

Home away from home.

Had it not been Oita, I would have most probably left for original homeland, PNG, which I once did. Oita indeed has
been and will be forever treasured at the bottom of my heart till only God knows when. I returned to work in Oita
after ten years of absence. I totally loved been a part of that growth in internationalization and globalization, which
actually started out when I first set foot on the soils of Oita. Historically, if one does good research, you will find that
the Dutch set foot in Japan and Oita especially Usuki and later some 400 plus years ago, while the Santa Maria which
brough St. Francis Xavier to Zipangu, docked in the quiet Hiji Harbor of the Beppu Bay at almost the same time thus
bringing Westernization and Christianity to the land of the rising sun.

Overlooking the Beppu Bay, that international school soaring the skies, will be viewed if you so happen to drive back
from Oita to Beppu via the Route 10 and so-called Betsu-Dai Kokudo, a favourite I would like to recommend everyone
but please stop at Tanoura-a man made island and recreational area for a break. The love for this beautiful land of
abundance shall continue on.

I may not have been born here but I surely have come to set roots thanks to our dear alma mater. As a graduate of

Oita University, I have ventured out and yet enveloped by other colleagues while away from Oita and then in Oita
itself seniors and juniors alike have been very instrumental in not
only my acculturation, but my family s friends and especially my
students both at APU and Oita University.

On a special note, my wife hails from Tokyo, where her parents
came to visit and loved and chose to lay to rest on the hills of
Beppu. I for one have decided that this land of abundance which is
plentiful in onsen and warmth should also be my abode till the day
the I stop breathing. Therefore, this is why it should be Oita and
Why not at alll My home away from home shall be Oital Gratitude
is extended for having read through to the end. Mina sama makoto
ni arigato gozaimasu.
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